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Volunteers save
trauma patient in
cardiac arrest

pleasant, warm, sunny,

autumn afternoon motorcy-

cle cruise turned tragic for
a 42-year-old lowa man.

Last October the rider was head-
ing west into the blinding sun on
140th street, one mile north of Solon,
Iowa, ran a stop sign and broadsided
a car driving on Highway 1.

The impact spun the car around
and projected the motorcycle driver
78 feet into a ditch across the road.

Tom Trump, EMT-B, and EMS
coordinator, Solon Fire Department,
responded to the scene with seven
other Solon rescuers.

"We got out the door in one
minute and were on scene in another
two minutes," says Trump.

"We found the patient in a wa-
ter-filled ditch with agonal respira-
tions, facial trauma and obvious
deformity of his left leg. Three of us
log-rolled him onto a long backboard
and brought him to the edge of the
road to care for him while the rest of
our crew took care of the driver of
the car who had non-life-threatening
injuries," adds Trump.

"At that time he lost his pulse.
We began CPR, attached the defibril-
lator and shocked him twice before

Tom Trump

Bob Libby

Pat Doser

the ambulance arrived. In the next
two minutes, we did CPR compres-
sions, applied a c-collar, placed an
oral airway and ventilated him with a
bag-valve mask."

Johnson County Ambulance Ser-
vice (JCAS) arrived, began advanced
care and delivered a third shock.
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